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Do I nom per ſwade Men, or God? or, 


do I ſe 701 to pleaſe Men ? for if I yet 


pleas 4 Men, ſhould not be the Ser- 
vant of Chriſt. ; 


HO” the Chriſtian Religion be the beſt-natur'd 
| Inſtitution in the World, and abounds with 
Principles, to which, were the Tempers of 
Men fram'd, and their Hearts govern'd by em, they 
would render Mankind the Delight and Pleaſure of 
each other! Yet ſo deplorably low has the prevailing 
Degeneracy of the World ſunk it; in ſo direct an 
Oppoſition to the Principles of their Profeſſion, ftand 
the Luſts and Paſhons, the Intereſts, Deſigns and 
Ends of Men; that from them a kind of Inconlift- 
ency is ariſen between the Service of God and the 
Service of Men: And therefore whoſoever reſolves 
upon a thorough Compliance, and ſets up for a Man- 
pleaſer , *tis odds but he forfeits the Favour of Hea- 
ven, and thereby falls under the Diſpleaſure of God. 
God is to be obey'd rather than Mala ; and there is 
no one Inſtance in which the Pleaſure of God is not 
to be ſou She before the Pleaſure of Men; neverthe- 


A 2 bh leſ 


4 The Danger of pleaſing Men. 
leſs, whether it be, that Man under God, has tlie 
Government of the World, or, that Man under 
God, has the Poſſeſhon of the World, and the Ri- 
ches of it too, and therefore has it in his Power to 
pleaſure them that pleaſe him; ſo it is, that the 
World abounds with Men-pleaſers : And notwith- 
ſtanding all Precedency of Title, God's Claim is 
often'poſtpon'd, and forc'd to give place to the.Phea- 
ſure of Men. Well! but is it utterly inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtian: Duty in. any caſe to pleaſe Men? Or; 
ought we, becauſe God is to be pleas'd rather than 
Men, to put aſide all Affability and good Humour; 
to become ſowre and ſullen, uncomplient and uncom- 
placent, unſociablo and unſerviceable to one another? 
No ! by no means: As much of either as you will; 
and within juſt limitations, the more the better. In 
what Men ought to be pleasd, in the*Name of God, 
in that. pleaſe Men; For the Apoſtle in the Words 
I have choſen, is far from recommending the Chur- 
liſnneſs of Nabal, or the Moroſity of a- Cynick; 
nor is a chearful and obliging Compliance to the Hu- 
mours of Men in things Innocent, diſallow'd of. The 
Thing reprehended is the betraying of a ſacred Truſt, a 
criminal Condeſcenſion in fo tempering our Doctrines 
to the Taſte. of Men, as to encourage and actuate 
their Corrupt Diſpoſitions. If we thus pleaſe Men, 
whether for the ſake of Views, Dignity or Applaute; 
or upon what Motive ſoever it be; we ſhall be far from 
approving our ſelves the Servants of Chriſt. From 
1 | : : FI 
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De Danger of pleafng Men. 7 
From tlie Words L ſhall order my Diſcourſe in 
this manner. 

In the firſt place I ſhall conſider. with what Men 
ought to be pleas d. 

In the Second, the Danger and ill Conſequence of 
endeavouring to pleaſe Men in what Men ought not 
to be pleas d. 

From both which 1 in the * lace, we ſhall 50 
apprehend when, and in what Caſes the Pleaſure of 
Men muſt needs be inconſiſtent with. the Service of 
Chriſt. 

And therefore in the Fourth, I ſhall offer ſome 
Rules of Conduct, not improper, 1 hope, in this 
Age, in this Audience, and upon this Occaſion. 

And Firſt, I am to conſider with what Men ought 
to be pleas d. There is not a greater difference _ 
tween any two. things in. nature, than between the 
things that generally pleaſe Men, and the things with 
which Men ought to be pleaſed. Good and Evil, Vertue - 
and Vice, Truth and Error; nay, W Aae and. 
Folly, are not more oppoſite: And ſo well with the 
World it never will be, as it ſhou'd, till the Practice 
of it confutes the Obſervation, But to come to a 


right underſtanding in the Caſe before us, i. e. with .. 


what Men ought to be pleaſed ; it may be neceſſary 
rather to conſider Man under ſome ſpecial Capacities, 
than in his general Notion ; As, to view him in his: 
Natural, Civil and Religious Capacity:;. or as a Man, 
Member of Society, and a Chriflian, If 
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If we conſider Man in his Natural State, He ought 

to be pleas'd with what is agrecable to the Principles 
of his Nature, with Manly Satisfactions and rational 
Pleaſures : For ſince Man from the Animal Creati. 

on is diſtinguiſh'd by his Reafon ; in his Choice and 
Purſuit of things, he ought to be govern'd by it too, 
The Pleaſures of Senſe are the proper Gratifications 
of brutal Nature. To approach Objects that excite 
Appetite, to purſue Inclination, and the like, is the 
Life of a Brute, and the Happineſs of it too. But 
theſe are things below a Man, beyond juſt Neceſſity, 
either to chooſe or purſue ; becauſe they no way 
adminiſter either to the Exerciſe or Improvement of 
his Reaſon, nor in any degree come: within the com- 
paſs of a rational Pleaſure : For if Pleaſure in gene- 
ral, be nothing elſe but a mutual Agreement between 
the Faculty and the Object; or rather, a grateful 

' Senſation iſſuing and reſulting from that Agreement; 
a rational Pleaſure can reſult only from the Objects 
of Reaſon. + Odours and Perfumes may pleaſe the 
Smell, a generous Flavour the Taſte, an Object with 
all the Beauties of Symmetry and Proportion, may 
be taking to the Eye; but what muſt captivate the 
Vnderſtanding, and become Entertainment to the 
reaſoning Faculties, muſt be ſomething of a more 
Sublime and Noble Nature; ſomething free and re- 
fin'd from all the Droſs and Lees of Senſe, and as 
much above Senſe as Reaſon is; And this can be no- 
thing 
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thing but the Wiſdom and Truths of God, the Laus 
by which he made the World, and the Laws by 
which he governs all Orders and Degrees of Beings 
in it. Here is a wide Field for Man to exerciſe his 
Reaſon : Each Advance here is a Step towards ſome 


_— 


New and Surprifing Diſcovery... Here a Man may 
ſpend Hours, and Days, and Years ; nay, a whole 


Life, with Innocence and Pleature. How abſurd 
therefore is it for a Rational Being; how contradifto- - 
ry. to the very Principles of his Nature, for Man to 
take his Paſtime and ſeek his Entertainments among 
thePleaſures of Senſe? The Mire is aPleafure ſuitable 
to Animals of a lower Rank, and the Dignity of their 
Nature is not in the leaſt betray'd by it; But for Man 
todo the like, a Being ende d withCapacity andPow- 
ers to give Glory toGod, and to do things good and 
profitable to Men, is anAffront to the very Order of his 
Creation, an Offence to God a Diſgrace to himſelf, and 
a Piece of the moſt vile and ſordid Degeneracy. . 
3 like this Men in no caſe ought to be 
pleas'd. 

That God ought to be worſhip'd, a Parent ho- 

nour'd; that an Innocent Perſon ought not to be 
hurt, and that we ſhou'd do in every thing as we 

wou'd be done unto, are Principles taught in the 

School of Nature, learnt with eaſe, and retain'd 

"1th Pleaſure; and when once the Actions of a 

Man's Life come to be govern'd by the Principles of 
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8 The Danger of pleafing Men. 
his Reaſon, how pleaſant ſoever the Diſcovery might 
be, the Practice of his Duty is more ſo; becauſe in 
that he is ꝓleas d with himſelf, fully ſatisfy'd that he 
does what in Reaſon he ought to do, and what beſt 
becomes him. For of all the Pleaſures in the World 
there are none comparable to the Pleaſures of the 
Mind; to the Eaſe, Satisfaction, and Fulneſs of Joy 
a Man feels within himſelf upon the worthy Diſcharge 
of all reaſonable Obligations, in what, as a Man, he 
ought to do. The Pleaſures of Senſe are generally 
the Pleaſures of Sin, and the Pleaſures of Sin are 
only for a Seaſon ; upon/ the often repetition of em 
they grow flat and inſipid; and upon an over-Indul. 
gence they nauſeate and clog ; But the Pleaſure that 
ariſes from the Diſcharge of Duty to God and Man, 
is fixt and permanent; Each degree of Proficiency 
in that way is attended with a freſh. Delight, and the 
farther we go, the wider ſtill the Scene opens upon 
us. To be conſcious to himſelf that he has endea- 
vour'd his beſt to do Honour to God, and right to 
Men; that he has had a juſt regard to all thoſe Rules 
upon which depend the Order and Economy of the 
World, is a Pleaſure to a Man, ſurpaſſing infinitely 
whatever can be convey'd either by the Eye or Ear. 
A Man can never anſwer it to his Reaſon, to be go- 
vern'd by his Senſes, nor will Reaſon ever ſubmit 
tamely to the. Uſurpation; but will upbraid and re- 
proach, and be perpetually endeavouring to recover 
| | ts 
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The Danger of pleafing Men. 9 
its Empire. So that a Man in the meer State of Na- 
ture, and for the ſake of his own inward Peace, 
ought to frame his Actions to the great Principles of 
his Religion; to love God, and to do him Honour; 
to love his Neighbour, and to do him good; to pro- 
tect the Innocent, and to relieve the Oppreſſed, and 
to do to every Man as he wou'd be done unto : In 
this he will pleaſe God and pleaſe Men; and, what 
is no ſmall Satisfaction, will be juftify'd thereby, and 
thereby pleas d with himſelf; a thing very allowa- 
ble, with which a Man may lawfully, and ought to 
be pleas'd. | 

From his Natural, if we conſider Man in his Civil 
Capacity, in Society, and as a Member of it: The 
Obligation he lies under here, is to endeavour the 

Welfare and Proſperity of the Community in which 
he lives; to promote Peace and Love, and whatever 
elſe has a tendency to knit and combine Men in 

„Friendly Society. To effect this, a better way is not 

yet known, than a juſt and punctual Regard to the 

e due Adminiſtration of thoſe Laws upon which So- 

ls WM cifty is founded, and by which it ſhou'd be govern'd : 

. For if the Laws of Society are either unduely admi- 

o WM niſter'd, or ſtrain'd at any time beyond their natural 

Senſe, to ſerve the Purpoſes of one or more Men 

of Deſign, either of this Party or that; 'tis impoſſi- 

ble but that more than One muſt be injur'd thereby; 
vecauſe by the Laws of Society the Benefit and Ad- 
| B 7 vantage 
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vantage that accrues from em, belongs to the whole, 
All here have, and may claim a right in common; 


and no one particular has any Right or Claim in ops 


poſition to the Whole. Whenever therefore Affe. 
tion, Partiality or an Eye to private Intereſt, once 
breaks in upon the Laws of Society, there is then 2 


wide Door open'd for Diſcord and Diviſion; then in 


proportion to the Paſſions of Men, come on Strife 


and Contention ,, and every evil Work : The 
Conteſt then is not ſo much for Right as Victory; 
and the Endeavours of Men are earneſtly employ'd, 
and the miſchief of it is, not to pleaſure or profit, 


but to baffle and defeat each other; and ſo in the 
end it ſeldom fails, but that the common Cauſe is 1s 
deſerted, and the Peace and Welfare of Society: is 


made a Sacrifice to private Jarrs. The things there- 


fore with which a Man in Society. ought to be pleas'd, 


is, to {ee Juſtice equally. adminiſter'd, to {ee the Pub- 


lick, the Community Hourith in Wealth at home, 
ns; in Reputation abroad; to hzar no Complaints, 


and to know no juſt 9 for any. With a 


Pre ſpect like this, we may ſuppoſe David entertain'd, 
— (in the 133d Pſalm) he breaks out into a 
Strain of Exultation and Joy, as if he felt ſome 
{ſenſible Pleaſure and. Satisfaction upon the very 
Thoughts of it, Behold how good and joyful a thing i 
ts, Brethren, to dwell together in Unity. And, indeed, 


to Society no Pleaſure can be comparable, nor 18 
Society 
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Society capable of a greater Pleaſure than that which 
reſults from Amity and Good Agreement, and is the 
genuine Iſſue of Peace and Love. ol - 
From his Civil, if we confider Man in his Chri- 
ſian Capacity, i. e. as one who profeſſes the Chriſti» 
an Religion, and as one who hopes to be ſav'd by it. 
The Obligations upon him here are to act {ſuitable to 
his Profeſſion ; in no caſe to reflect Diſhonour, nor 
in any to diſparage that holy Name by which he is 
call'd.. To believe that the Wrath of God is reveal'd 
azainſ} all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men, and 
yet to allow himſelf in Ungodlineſs and Worldly 


— 


Luſts, is to practice in downright contradiction to 


his Principles: And as it is hard to determine from 
whether of the two, either Diſtraction or Folly, his 
Irregularity proceeded, ſo it will be but a Mean Ex- 
cuſe, and what in the final Iſſue will never pals, to 
charge it upon either. A Chriſtian is the Name by 


which we are lifted under Chriſt's Banner, and under 


Chriſt himſelf, the Captain of our Salvation. TheDevil, 


the World and the Fleſh, are the Enemies we are to 


encounter, and the Enemies we are to conquer too. 
To correſpond, or even parly ſo long with *em as 
to be enveagld over, and to become of their Patty, 
is ſhamefully to deſert the Chriſtian Cauſe, and to 
render our ſelves very juſtly obnoxious both to the 
Guilt and Puniſhment of Deſertion. An Atheiſt, 


who believes nothing of God, of the Immortality of 
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the Soul, or of the Rewards and Puniſhment of a. 
nother World, acts ſuitable to his Principles, if his 
Inclinations lean that way, in indulging every Ap. 
petite, and making his Round in Sin and Folly : But 

for a Chriſtian to do the ſame, who ſtands bound to 


a contrary Procedure by Sacramental Vows and Formal 


Profeſſions, is to act againſt Principle, againſt Convi- 
Ciion, and what in deſpite of all manner of Evaſton 
he can never anfwer either to his Conſcience, or to 
his Diſcretion. | | | 
The things then with which a Chriſtian ought to b 


pleas'd (after the Glory of God and the Good of 


Mankind) are the innocent Entertainments of human 
Life; thoſeAmufements and Diverſions Nature expect 
and God allows : For neither our Minds nor our Bodies 


are ſo made as to be healthy long, and without Ex. 


erciſe and Relaxation. But never does a Man (a- 
mong that wide Variety with which the World a- 
bounds] arrive to any Height or Perfection in Plea- 
ſure, till the way in which Providence has plac'd 
him, i. e. till the Buſineſs of his Profeſſion, is his 
greateſt Pleaſure : Then are all wiſe Men pleas'd with 
him; then is he pleas'd with himſelf; and what 1s 
a Pleaſure above all, he is then fully ſatisfy'd that 
God is pleas d with im. © 

From the things with which Men ought to be pleas'd, 
I am in the next place, Fr 


2. To conſider the Danger and ill conſequence of 


en- 
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endeavouring to pleaſe Men in what Men ought not to 
be pleas d. . | | "4. | ; 
Were a Man to {it down, and conſider with him- 
ſelf which was the ſure. and true way to conciliate 


_ Favour and Friendſhip, and to ingratiate himſelf 


with the VVorld about him,. and for the better Di- 
rection of his Thoughts, ſheu'd confult and turn o- 
rer Moraliſts and Divines, and have all the Schemes 
of Prudence and Religion laid open before him; upon 
the whole he wou d be apt to conclude, that Simplicity 
and Plain- dealing, to act with Integrity, Conſcience 
and Honour, was the way to do it. But in this he 
wou'd find himſelf unhappily miſtaken; and the Ex- 
perience of a few Years, in which poſſibly by his 
Conſiſtency with himſelf, he might make more Ene- 
mies than Friends, wou'd fully convince him of it. 
And the reaſon is, the Corruption and Degeneracy of 
Mankind, that mighty Fall to what Men are from 
what they ſhou'd be; For in all Ages Intereſt, Par- 
tiality, or ſome one prevailing Paſſion, have given 
TR to the things that would pleaſe, and that's 
the reaſon. why Inſinuating Application and Forward- 
neſs to oblige, have oftener had more Marks of Fa- 
vour, than a conſiderate well-meaning Uncompliance; 
For, conſider what is to be done in order to pleaſe 
Men in what Men ougbt not to be pleas d. Artifice 
and Diſſimulation, Guile and Flattery, are Firſt and 
Neceſſary Qualifications; and the Man-pleaſer, to 


be 
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be ſucceſsful in his way, mult give up his Under. 
ſtanding, Will and Affections; nay, and all his pow. 
er of Action, to the Conduct and Direction of that 
Perſon he reſolves to pleaſe, i. e. in ſemblance at 
leaſt, he muſt approve what He approves, love what 
He loves, and do as He does; or (which is work: 
many tithes) as He wou'd have him do: In a word, 
he muſt have the ſame Judgment and Opinion of 
Perſons and things, of Men and Actions, of Deſigns, 
Means and Ends, as He has; or elſe pleaſe long he 
neither can nor will. This is a general Obſervation, 
and if we reduce this general to ſome particular Ca. 
ſes, we may underſtand better what is to be done in 
order to pleaſe Men in what Men ought not to be pleas d. 
And Firſt, we will take the Caſe of Religion, the 
Caſe in which St. Paul himſelf, among the Men of 
Galatia, was engag'd, where he found it not only dif- 
ficult, but even impoſſible, ſo to comport himſelf with 
regard to their Opinions, as to be able. to comply with 
and pleaſe them, and at the ſame time to act conlilt- 
ently with his Apoſtleſbip; and neither to betray, nor i 
do any injuſtice to the Service of Chriſt: For among 
the Galatians there were crept in the Gnoſtict Teachers, 1 
t 
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who labour'd to perſwade the People, and not with- 
- out ſucceſs, That notwithitanding their ſolemn En- 
gagements to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, they were « 
bound nevertheleſs to retain ſevergl of the Jewiſh I « 
Rites, in particular that of Circumciſion, Here then t 

x under 
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The Danger of pleaſing Men. 1: 
under this Difficulty St. Paul found himſelf; if he 
diſallow' d of their old Superſtitions, and of the Rites- 
to which they were accuitom'd , he then incurr'd- 
Diſpleaſure, and loft their. Favour ; if he allow'd em, 
then he was falſt to his Apoſtleſbip, and acted contra- 
ry to the Commiſſion with which our Lord had en- 
truſted him... To get over this Difficulty, Pleaſers of 
Men wou'd have been put to ſome Trouble and 
Thought; but the Apoſtle ſurmounts it with eaſe ;.. 
and, regardleſs whether it pleas'd or ngt, leaves the 
Truth of the. Cafe thus determin'd with them: I. 
marvel that ye are ſo ſoon remov'd:from him that cal-- 
led you to the Grace of Chriſt ; but there are ſome that 
trouble you, and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, But 
thy) we or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other Go-- 
hel than what we have preached unto you, let him be 
accurſed. For do I now perſwade men or God ? or do 
I ſeek to pleaſe men! for if I yet pleaſed men, I fhould 
ot be the ſervant of Chriſt. "EP ; 
To our own Caſe, We live in an Age when more 
s avowed for the Principle of Chriſtianity; chan Chriſt 
or his Apoſi les either taught or thought of, and in 4 
Country too, where Religions abound, and the Inven- - 
tions of Men in the Worſhip of God are to be tound 
ercry where unleſs in the Bible, From the Condit 
on, Circumſtancee, and way of Lite in which Provi- 
deuce has plac'd us, we are under a necciat/ many 
ities to correſpond and converſe wich Men of all 
| | Per- 
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Perſwaſions ; and where Religion happens to be the 
Iopick, as it often does, we are oblig'd in Juſtice to 


ſtand up in the Defence of our own, i. e. in contra- 
diction to Error, to ſay ſomething on the ſide of 
Truth. An honeſt way infallibly this; but the way 
infallibly to diſpleaſe. For there is no one thing Men 
are more tenacious of than their Opinions in Reli. 
gion: And from ſad Experience we ſee, that Scrip- 
ture, Antiquity and Argument, have a leſs force up- 
on the Minds of Men, than Prejudice, Education and 
a cunning Craftineſs to beguile. So that to ꝓleaſe 
Men we may, if we think fit, give up our own Opi. 
nion to that of our Oppoſer, call Sin and Schiſm 
by ſoft Names, and ſay little in defence of our E- 
ſtabliſhment either in Church or State. If we pleaſe 
we may charge no Blame upon the Inventions of 
Men in the Morſbip of God; nor any, if they diſlike 
the Words of the G2d of Iſrael, in hearkening what 
the God of Ekron will ſay. Looſeneſs, Latitude, 
and the ill Conſequences of em, we may ceiiſe to 
mention, and with Jacob in regard to the Seaſon, 
without any to the Strayings of the Flock, lead it on 
ſoftly leſt they die. In ſhort, inſtead of Right things, 
ve may propheſie Deceits, and may become all things 
zo all men, without intention to edifie or gain, but or- 
ly to pleaſe em; but if we thus pleaſe Men, if St. 
Paul judges right, we may fail in the end of being 
the Servants of Chriſt, _ 
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From che 5 Principles; if we deſcend to the  Paſſi- 
ons of Men, we ſhall find where Paſſion prevails to 
any degree, more is to be done in order to pleaſe, 
than either a Wiſe or a Good Man would willingly 
ſubmit to: For Paſſion in Exceſs is the moſt im- 
perious Commander in the World; and as it often 
n W makes extravagant Demands, ſo it will not be pleas d 
. with any thing leſs than an intire and ready Com- 
P pliance. The proud Man, the Man of Pleaſure, and 
p. the Man of Policy, prove this... In either caſe Plain» 
d dealing is want of Decency, and Gain-ſaying pro- 
lc feſod Enmity : 80 that, with the Man of Freedom 
it fares here as it did with St. Paul among the Peo- 
n ple of Galatia; he the! efore becomes their Enemy 
KLaecauſe he tells em the truth. a 
e What I have mentian'di in an Inden or two, 
t W holds univerſally among all the corrupt Affections ot 
e Mankind. So that Thirdly, Without an Enumerati- 
t on of Particulars, to determine the Meaſures of our 
„ Obligation, when the Servant of Chriſt may, and when 
ohe may not pleaſe Men, I ſhall only make this gene- 
ral Obſervation; 

That to pleaſe Men. in reference to God, is Qur 
Duty, and takes in the greateſt Part of our Chriſti- 
anity: For thus to — 3 Men may be my Allegi- 
ance, my Meekneſs, my Longanimity, my charitabie 
Care of my Brother. I may pleaſe my Superiour 


and obey him; I may pleaſe my oblig d. Brother, 
1 and 


”- 
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and forgive him; I may pleaſe the Poor, and re- 
lieve him, the — a convert him; and in 
thus doing I do what is pleafing botixto.God aud Man. 
But then on the other hand, to pleaſe Men againſt 
God, as it is the baſeſt Flattery y. 605 tis what St. Paut 
here expreſsly reprehends. If the Man be in Error, 
the Servant of Chriſt muſt not pleaſe him in his Error; 
for Chriſt is Truth. If the Man be in Sin, the Ser. 
vant of Chriſt muſt not pleaſe him i in his Sin, be 
cauſe Chriſt is Rightconfulhy But in 'thefe Caſes he 
muſt deal with Men with great Sincerity and all- 
becoming Plainnefs, and tell em what they. are un- 
willing to hear. 
' Befides, the Servant of Chriſt hou'd have no Man's f 
Perſon in admiration becauſe of Advantage only ; 
Nay, being Men our ſelves, we ſhou'd not ſo far 
debaſe and annihilate, as to make our ſelves the Sha- 
dos of others; in their Morning to: riſe with 'em, 
at thiir Noon and Meridiam to come up and cloſe 
with them, and then at their Night to al out, and 
leave em in the Dark. We ſhowd not mould and 
fit our beſt Part to their worſt, our Reaſon to their 
Luſt; nor make our Fancy the Elaboratory to work 
| out fuch Eſſays which may pleaſe and deſtroy em. 
we fhou'd not foment the Anger of the Revengeful 
to conſume him, nor help & Covetous to "> 
himſelf alive, nor the Ambitious to wer h 
Neck, nor the Schiſmatick to rend the geamlefs — 


— ——— — —— — 
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of Chit nor the Seditious to Gwin'ts the 1 Laks of 
Brimftone i in a Stream of Blood; but we ſhou'd bind 
the Revengers Hands, break the Miſers Idols, bring 
down the Ambitious to the Duſt, make up thoſe 
Rents which Faction has made; - nd; as Servants to 
the Prince of Peace, endeavour our beſt to confme 
the Seditious to his own place. 


From theſe Heads of things we may carry our 
Thoughts thro? all the Meaſures of Obligation; in 


what Caſes the Servant of Chriſt may, and in what 


he may not pleaſe Men ; 3 or in other Words, when 


the Pleaſure of Men becomes utterly incomiftent 


with the Service of Chriſt. 

Jam in the laſt place, to offer ſome Rules of Con- 4 
duct, not improper, I hope, in this Age, in 55 Au- 
hens and upon this Occaſion. ' 4 

What I ſhall here offer, will be in reſpebt Sa 4 


two things, To what we Tay, and to what we tho 


i, e. to our Doctrine, and to ur Converſation®®: 
As to the Firſt, The Scriptures, and the declar'd 


Senſe of the Church upo n em in her Articles, Li- 
turg gy and Hamllies, are e Boundaries Which ir no 


caſe we ought to paſs ; our 'Chtiſtiadity obliger us 
obſerve tlie one, And our Subſcriptions, equal''to 
Oaths, bind us down to the Doftrines of the other. 


No Scripture, 2s fo the Original or” Expbfi poſition; 1s'of 
private Interpretation; nor is a 


private” Man at 


lberty, either from the _ Or lüb Prei, . 
1h 


— 


— 
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liſh any Notion that claſhes, or is contrary to the 
Churches Declaration. Our Thoughts are our own, 
and in ſecret we may enjoy em; and tis our Duty 
with an honeſt Intention, to ſearch and find out the 
genuine Senſe and Meaning of the Scriptures; but 
then, if what we take to be genuine, be repugnant 
to what the Church owns to be ſo, our Notion, how 
agreeable - ſoever it may be to our ſelves, or however 
pleaſing to this Party or that, is to be kept within 
Reſtraint, and neither to be publiſh'd nor ſent abroad 
into the World without legal Licence, or legal Cen- 
ſure. Were the contrary allow 'd, Doctrine and 
Worſhip wou'd ſoon run into Confulion.z and the 
eſtabliſh'd Religion wou'd fail of that Barrier which 
Vas well deſigm d it by the Af of Dna. 18050 
. When Diviſion runs high, and we are engag'd deep 
on one Side, we are exceedingly, prone, (whether it 


- 
* * 


be from the Eagerneſs of qur. Paſſions, or from the 
0 Views our Hopes ſet. before us), to: believe that to be 
| | tight we are inclin'd to ;; or at leaſt, to make it ap- 
Pear to the World that we fo, believe; and. chis lead 
us many times into State-Matters:z A. thing proper 
when neceſſary, and without Neceſſity rarely to 
medled with: But then in this Caſe we ought rather 
to lay down the exact Meaſures of Duty, how far 
we are oblig d, and how far not, than to reflect only, 

and bear hard in general, upon a Dectrine of the 
Church, as well Unverlal, as Particular 7 beach 
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right ſover ve may fuppoſo aur: ſelyes in dhe Hebe. 
ral, falſe Deductions may be drawn, and many ill 
Conſequences may enſue, when-unſtable: Men; 5 
Multitude 1 Te are to make the Coricteflöft 

the Caſe of Sul jection to! Earthly Powers, depp, 

28 is aſſerted in theſe our Days, Obedience unlimited 


no where due; and conſequently that Force: ny 


be yſed to reſtrain; or repel the Invaſſons f Power; 
W it will be but Juſtice to the — ald 
Honſciences ot Men, to direct em warily to What 


eres of Inraſion Powes/ntuſt We reFotce, 


either by Laws of Nature, the Goſpet,” or the ufd 
we live in, can warrantably oppoſe it, and to Warn 


em againſt ) its: unleſs it be i the utmoſt Rx. 
| tremity 3 to "Bing A legal Ounſtitutiom q 


the Community from Wine 'arid is become the 
only and the laſt Remedy. Things lobſely — 1 
min dz. how::boldly fe in ſo Sd yy 
vour of no great Reverend >= are a Checkt f 


upon an ill Governour, but carry a Sound harſh — 72 


ungrateful, even to the Ears of à Gracious and Gd 


one; and may be ſo far imm provid by the Giddinefs 
of the Vulgar, or the Nee of the? Diſoblig d, 


as into the Place of Peace, the Bleſſing of Heaven, to 
bring Confuſun and every evil Noi Rebellion is a 
Sin waſting and deſtructive; and the Weunds of it 
are felt 5 the Fury is over; and therefore, L fa 
—_ looſe: Determination from: which' this may * 
made 


—— 
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made a Conſequence, is to be avoided. by us with all i d 
poſſible care; and among many Reaſons, for this in Ch 
Tag — becauſe the Homily againſt Rebellion gives Wl 30 
Warrant, nor the Act that enjoyns the Martyr. 40 
om of King CHARLES I. as a Day of Penance and or 
HFumiliation, upon which part of that Homily, by M 
3be, Rubrick is to be read, the leaſt Countenance to 
amy ſuch Determination; both which are the de- 
clard, unrepeal'd Sence of our Church and Nation, 
NM oderation 1 is a Virtue, and in no diſgrace with 
W iſe Or Good Men: A Virtue, i m adwided V.Vorld, 
Needful to keep Mens Tempers even and quiet, and 
their Tongues from laſhing out into Satyr and In- 
veclixe, to dhe Breach many times of Peace aul 
Charity, But then, as the Object of it is Univer- 
ſal, and confequently takes in all Orders and De- 
Fgrees of Men, among whom any Difference in 
1 Jud ment may ariſe : 80 ſhou'd the Exerciſg of it 
be Univerſal too, and by no-mgans be reſtrain'd to 
one ſide. It ill becomes a Man to blame other 
for the want of that in which: he does not diſallon 
himſelf. Thon that teacheſt another; teacheſt rhon not 
thy ſelf ? is St. Paul's Senſe and Reprehenſion i in all 
Caſes of this nature. To preach up Moderation in 
warmth, and to ſhew it in loſs of Temper, is to dil: 
countenance the thing we wou'd ſeemingly: recom- 
mend; and whatever we may ſeem, tis a ſhrewd 
Argument the Heart is not right, L mean, * 
| 4 


calm, when the Pen drops Bitterneſs and Gall. 
Charity thinketh no evil, is ever diſpos d to a fa- 
vourable and candid Interpretation of the Words and 
Actions of Men. Jo inſinuate want of Integrity, 
or a covert Deſign, in ſingle Perſons, or in Bodies of 
Men, learned or unearned, in contradiction to the; 


plain ſenſe and meaning of their Words, is, I think, 


wanting in Chriſtianity, argues plainly a defect in 


Charity, and is not well conſiſtent either with De- 
cency or Moderation. A ſoſt Hand, a tender Heart, 
and a gentle Tęngue, are the Qualities of a 
Spiritual Chirurgeon: and Seneca ſays of ſuch an 
one, Ageret curum, nan tantum ſalutis, ſed & - honefte. 


Cicatricis 3 That he ſhou'd not only take care to heal 


the Wound, but to leave a comely Scar; and we. 
ſhou'd ever make it our care not to deform him 
whom we endeavour to reform No Wound is ea- 


lier heal'd for being roughly handled; | Reaſon may 


convince, Paſhon cannot; nor is it the way, by angry: 
Reflection, to cloſe. that Breach which: Diviſion has 
made, but to make it wider. And therefore: 1 have 


not been ſollicitous to bring TheſeObſervations home 


to my Text, becauſe I wou'd- cenclude that all ſuch 
dps in our Diſcourſes muſt: 
of pleaſing any Man or Party of Men. 


Now, as to the Second, what we do, or ought 


to do, though we may not pleaſe Men by it. 
— *Tis our Happineſs who are ſet apart to ſerve 
8 at 


proceed from a Deſigu 
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at the Altar, that the One thing - needful, che on 
_ Concern of Mankind, is the Main, the One Buſineſs 
of our Profeſſion ; our Thoughts and our time, our 
Studies arid our Endeavours are engag'd, and to be 
employ'd in that way which Leiſure and -Oppor- 
tunity allows others to be-leſs employ'd in. So that 

what: may paſs for Perfection in the Vulgar, in ws 
Will be And as lower Attainments; our Talent is 
large, and our Improvments are to bear proportion to 
it. The Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt has made 
us Over- ſeers, we are to be as well Lights to guide, 
as Paſtors to feed, Preachers of Righteouſneſs and 
Patterns of it too. I ſpeak this with more Freedom, 
becauſe to Perſons that are ſol Ard indeed, in thi 
Age as much as ever, there is need of ſuch, of Perſons 
to adorn that Doctrine that are commiſſiond to 
preach, and to preach it, by virtue of their Com- 
miſſion, with :all Authority. In this Age, I ſay, 
there is need of ſuch, in which many open their 
Mouths againſt the Moſt High, and openly deny the 
Lord that Toughe ? 'em ; nor are we to wonder, if in 
ſuch an Age the Hierarchy and Sacred Orders be 


traduc'd, when the Sacrifice and Satisfaction of our 
great High Prieſt is made the Subject of Deriſion and 
Mockery. The Face of a Book in Vogue, looks, in- 
deed with a ſowre Aſpect againft the Prieſthood on- 
ly, but intends (if we may turn aſide its Diſguiſe) a 


Wound _ Ma to the Revelation that once m_ 
an 


— 
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and ftill upholds it. Nor wou'd it fare fo ill, I vert. 
ly believe, with the Characters of Prieſts either among 
the Authors or Admirers of that Treatiſe, if it were 
not for Tithes and Offerings, the Lands and Revenues 
which the Law and Goſpel both allow for the Sup» 
port of that Order. "ARR IEA? 

However, upon the Foot we ſtand, tis our Duty 
to proceed, to ſhew to the World, and convince Men, 
that we ſeek not Theirs but Them: So that if by 
no indirect Means we procure Shares in the Patrimo- 
ny of the Church; nor by our -own Practice arm 


k 
( our Enemies with Arguments againſt it : If we re- 
„ ceive our Preſentations with pure Hands; and with 
15 due care and good Conſcience, diſcharge that Truſt 
1 they repoſe in us; if we ſhew ſo juſt a Reverence 
0 to the Orders of our Church, as not to proſtitute 
of em to the Humours of ſome, nor ſubmit *em mean- 


ly to the Over-bearing of others. In fine, if we 
adhere to the Forms of our Liturgy in our Prayers 
and Sacraments ; and never debaſe em by one un- 
warrantable, and worſe of our own. In a Word, 
if we govern our ſelves by the Direction of our Ca- 
nons and Rubrick, , and walk with that Uprightneſs 
and Circumſpection as becomes Prieſts of the Church 
of England; we may then expect the Favour of Hea- 
ven, to pleaſe God and all good Men, and to find 
Aid and Support from both, and thereupon may be 
leſs concern'd at the Malice of Scoffers and Scorners, 
D and 


. and of them that hate us; In deſpite of whomy hl 


7 to ſtand before 1 for ever. 
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God, who has promis'd ro be with his Church even 2 
| the End of the World, will ſecure an Order of Men 
An Order, which, in 
all their Trials of Mocking, may comfort one another] j 
with theſe Words, as they come from the Mouth of ñ5⁸ũ 
the High Prieſt of our Profeffi ion, and the Bifhop oY 
our Souls”; Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhail revile you, and 
perſecute you, and ſay all manner f evil againſt you 
falſely for my Name ſake ; Re Ljoice,/ and be — 
glad; 5 for great ts. your: Reward in Heaven. 
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